Before vs. After the Postmark Change

Hypothetical Taxpayer Scenario

Meet the Taxpayer
¢ Name: Sophia
e Deadline: April 15
e Action: Mails a tax return and payment on the deadline

Before 2026: How the Postmark Rule Used to Work

e Sophia drops the envelope in a USPS mailbox on April 15. '
e The mail is postmarked April 15.

e The IRS treats the return and payment as on time.
e No penalties or interest apply.

Why?
The postmark matched the mailing date, which is what the IRS relied on.

After 2026: How the Same Action Could Play Out Now

e Sophia drops the envelope in the mailbox on April 15.

e The mail is processed days later and postmarked April 18.
e The IRS sees the filing and payment as late.

e Penalties, interest, or notices may follow.

Why?
The IRS only sees the postmark date, not when Sophia mailed it.

How Sophia Could Avoid the Problem After the Change

If Sophia had done any one of the following, the issue likely would not have happened:
1.Went to the post office counter and asked for a hand-stamped postmark
2.Used certified mail and kept the dated receipt
3.E-filed the return and paid online before midnight on April 15
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How This Also Applies to Other Tax Situations

The same risk applies to:
e Extension requests
Amended returns
e Responses to IRS notices
Elections or forms with strict deadlines
Mailed tax payments

Simple Takeaway

Before 2026, dropping mail on the deadline was
usually enough.

After the change, the postmark date may no longer
match the mailing date.

For time-sensitive tax items, waiting until the last
day and using regular mail now carries more risk
than it used to.
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